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DECLARATION PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. 1.131 

I, Richard Gerschwiler, declare and say that: 

1 . 1 am a software test engineer and manager at Microsoft Corporation, 
having worked at Microsoft from March, 1999 until the present. 

2. While I am not an inventor of the invention described and claimed in 
U.S. Patent Application No. 09/995,224 (the above-identified application, hereinafter 
"the '224 application"), entitled "Smart Links," which was filed with the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office on November 26, 2001, 1 was test lead manager 
for the product that incorporated the subject matter of the '224 application (also 
known internally at Microsoft as "Smart Links"). 

3. During the time when T was supervising the testing and implementation 
* of the Smart Links architecture, I worked with Adrian Klein and Marcelo Calbucci, 

inventors of the '224 application and program managers and engineers for the Smart 
Links project. 
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4. Accordingly, I am femiliar with the subject matter of the Smart Links 
architecture and of the claims being pursued in the '224 application. 

5. As such, I am femiliar with and have evidence of dates that are 
relevant to conception and subsequent diligence by the inventors to reduction to 
practice of the Smart Links architecture that occurred. 

6. It is my understanding that U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 
2002/0069223 ("Goodisman") and U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 

1 2002/0123912 ("Subramanian") are two references that have been cited by the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office in connection with the outstanding Official 
Action, dated May 5, 2005, being applied to the present application. 

7. With respect to those two references, I hereby declare that the subject 
matter of the rejected claims of the '224 application was invented prior to October 31. 
2000, the earliest possible effective date of the Subramanian reference, and also 
invented prior to November 17, 2000, the earliest possible effective date of the 

Goodisman reference. 

8. In particular, I submit that the invention was conceived prior to 
October 3 1, 2000, and as test supervisor for the Smart Links project, I confirm that the 
invention was diligently and timely reduced to practice (and/or was constructively 
reduced to practice by the act of filing of the '224 application in November, 2001). 

9. As evidence, in connection with my role as test supervisor for the 
Smart Links project, I inquired via email on August 8, 2000 (copy the relevant email 

* attached as Attachment A) about the status of the Smart Links project of Adrian 
Klein and Marcelo Calbucci, both inventors of the '224 application. 

10. Marcelo Calbucci responded to my email on August 8, 2000 
(Attachment A again), indicating a status report for the Smart Links project, and 
attaching a power point slide deck that was presented the day before, August 7, 2000, 
to other Microsoft employees, discussing the Smart Links architecture. A redacted 
version of that power point slide deck is attached as Attachment B. 

1 1 . Accordingly, it is my belief that my August 8, 2000 email coupled with 
Marcelo Calbucci's response and the power point slide deck, as demonstrated by 
Attachments A and B, evidence possession of the invention by the inventors, 
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described in the '224 application, prior to October 31, 2000, thereby removing 

Subramanian and Goodisman, as applicable references. 

12.— I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge 

are true and that all statements made on information or belief are believed to be true; 

and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 

statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or by imprisonment, or both, 
■ under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful 
* statements may jeopardize the validity of the application, any patent issuing there 

upon, or any patent to which this verified statement is directed. 



Date: 




Richard Gerschwiler 
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Watson, Thomas E. (Woodcock Washburn) 

From: Marcelo Calbucci [IMCEAEX- 

_0=MICROSOFT_OU=NORTHAMERICA_CN=CUSTOM+5FRECIPIENTS_CN=XENIX+5FUSERS_C 

Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2000 1:18 PM / O ' 



We had a meeting yesterday about this. 
The meeting was mostly to evaluate if and how would the integration with Office Factoid works. 
I used the following presentation: 

«Solutions.ppt» 

The next step, Adrian and I, will contact the Office guys to clarify any point that we think might be important on 
the decision of use the Factoid structure to implement Smart Navigation. 

Original Message 

From: Richard Gerschwiler 
Sent: Tuesday, August 08, 2000 12:52 PM 
To: Adrian Klein; Marcelo Calbucci 
Cc: Fred Qiao; Robert Vogt 
Subject: Smart Links 

I was wondering what the current status was of Smart Links. Is there any documentation I can start looking 
at? I'd also like to start attending any meetings that cover Smart Links. Rob tells me there is one 
scheduled for some time this week. 



To: Richard Gerschwiler 

Cc: Fred Chao; Robert Vogt; Adrian Klein 

Subject: RE: Smart Links 




Thanks, 
Richard. 



6/10/2005 
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